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A Study on Pragmatic Analysis of Rhetorical WH Question in Chinese and Japanese Based on
Theory of Territory of Information

WU Wan, CHEN Fangze
(Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Macau, Macao 999078, China)

Abstract: Based on the Chinese—Japanese translation corpus, it is found that the use of rhetorical WH questions in Chinese is
wider than that in Japanese, and it can be used in both polite and impolite situations. However, rhetorical WH questions in
Japanese are often used in impolite situations to reflect negative intentions. When the context is more polite, Japanese tends to
express directly or partially disguise credibility in order to mitigate the offensive tone of the discourse.

Key words: rhetorical WH question; contrast between Chinese and Japanese; Theory of Territory of Information; context;

politeness
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