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Phonological Changes of Vowels in Chaozhou Dialect:
From Mid-19th to Early 21st Century

XU Yuhang

Abstract: There are three kinds of vowels changes in Chaozhou dialect
from Mid-19th to Early 21st Century. Previous scholars only noticed
the reduction of nasal and stop codas. This paper discusses all kinds
of vowel changes based on Romanized records and traditional Chinese
rhyme dictionaries. It is found that includes “-n > -n/-t > -k” , there are
rules of “a>¢” and “n>un/n>wn” in Chaozhou dialect. Moreover
the rule of “f)>un/f)>wn” relates to the change of collocation of 1)
and initials.

Keywords: Chaozhou dialect, vowels, diachronic changes, Romanized

records, traditional Chinese rhyme dictionaries
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