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Abstract: The promulgation of the Civil Code must be accompanied by numerous issues of
transitional law. However, the specific provisions in the judicial interpretation of the Supreme
People's Court on the temporal effect of the Civil Code are not sufficient to cover all the issues.
Most transitional law issues still require abstract principle of interest balancing. By distinguishing
whether the new law is a “norm involving legal facts” or a “norm involving legal situation”, the
parties’ reliance on the timeline can be located to determine the scope of the retroactive effect of

the new law.

Key Words: Temporal Effect of Civil Law; Typology of Norms; Interests Measurement; Legal
Facts; Legal Condition
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