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Historical hierarchies of gu in the characters of Qi rhyme in the dialect

of Hetang, Jiangmen
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Abstracts: In the Hetang dialect of Jiangmen City, Guangdong Province, there are multiple pronunciations of the
rhymes of the Middle Chinese “qiyun characters”, which are eu, ai, and i. In Cantonese, these characters usually have
only one pronunciation and mainly end in -i, but in Hetang, these characters end in -u, which is extremely rare even
in other dialects of modern China.This paper analyzes the Chinese characters corresponding to eu, ai, and i in Hetang,
and concludes that there are three historical phonological levels involved. Based on historical documents and
genealogy, it is inferred that the hierarchy of Hetang dialect originated from the early Min dialect.The evolutionary
process is rhyme-final drop, coupled with the change of high vowels from units to complex vowels to complete the
change.That is, the first step is *wei—uei—oi (Chaoshan dialect), the second step is oi—o0(o) (Heshan Yaoyao
dialect), and the third step is o(o)—ou—eu (Hetang dialect). The pronunciation of Qiyun characters in Hetang dialect
follows a different evolutionary path, which is different from the changes in general Min dialects.

Keywords: Jiangmen Hetang dialect, Siyi Piece dialect, Guangzhou dialect, Qiyun characters, Hierarchical analysis
method.
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