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Abstract : This paper uses nine materials including traditional Cantonese rhyming dictiona-
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Chrestomathy in the Canton Dialect ,Cantonese Phonetic Vocabulary, A Tonic Dictionary of the
Chinese Language in the Canton Dialect, An English and Cantonese Pocket Dictionary, A Chi-
nese Dictionary in the Cantonese Dialect, Cantonese Made Easy, A Cantonese Phonetic Reader
and Cantonese phonology. With the assistance of these materials, this paperanalyzes the time
points of the Phonetic evolution in Guangzhou Cantonese in the last two centuries. There were
several change points in Guangzhou Cantonese: 1, The initials n.& j interflowed into j in 1841.
2, The final u differentiated into ou & u in 1841. 3, The final i differentiated into ei & i be-
tween 1855 to 1883. 4,ui arose firom finals y & ui respectively in 1883. 5, The finals om &em
interflowed into emin 1883. 6, The tone sandhi appeared between 1862 to 1883. 7, The initials
ts& { interflowed into ts at 1912. 8, The finals 1&i interflowed into iin 1912, In summary, the
changes in Cantonese phonetics areall natural evolution. The outside interference took little
place in its evolution. Moreover, all the changes appeared at the end of the 19th century.

Key Words ; Missionary materials; Guangzhou Cantonese; Phonetic evolution; Time points



